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Learning objectives

§ Understand the clinical criteria for diagnosing apathy

§ Be familiar with different scales used to measure apathy

§ Appreciate that there are several domains of apathy

§ Consider how to distinguish apathy from depression

§ Become familiar with key clinical trials for apathy



Key messages

§ Apathy is a common syndrome which can have a significant impact on prognosis 
and  quality of life across many brain diseases

§ It can be difficult to distinguish from depression but a careful history taken from 
the patient and a caregiver can help to make the distinction

§ New therapies are emerging for treatment of apathy
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Apathy and Motivation: Biological Basis and Drug Treatment
Costello, Husain & Roiser (2023) Ann Rev Pharm Tox (available online ahead of print)
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