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Learning objectives: MS in the COVID era

During this teaching course, we will address the following questions:

1. What are the key messages from the MS and COVID registries?
2. How did clinical management of patients with MS change in terms 

of treatment decision?
3. What do we know about immune response to SARS-CoV-2 in 

patients with MS?
4. Is there a specific SARS-CoV-2 vaccination strategy in patients with 

MS?



Key messages: MS in the COVID era

Identified risk factors for severe COVID-19 
•Neurological disability
•Age
•Cardiac comorbidity
•Anti-CD20
•Corticosteroids

MS treatments
•Risk/benefit ratio of MS treatments must be 
assessed individually based on MS activity, disease 
course and comorbidities, but overall, initiating 
treatment should not be delayed

Immune response to SARS-CoV-2
•Anti-CD20 reduce humoral response to SARS-CoV-2 
after COVID-19, but data on cellular immune 
response are warranted

Patients with MS should receive SARS-
CoV-2 vaccination
•at any time for patients without treatment
•before treatment initiation
• during treatment, although immune response might 
be decreased on specific immunosuppressants
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