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   Disclaimer 
     No conflict of Interest 
 
Plan of My Talk 
•  What is Advocacy and its need? 

§  Brief Video clips of grass root advocacy 
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Overview 

• What is advocacy? 

• Why is it needed? 

•  Importance of Advocacy 

• Key components 
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What is Advocacy? 
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Definition 
•  Support for or recommendation of a particular 

cause or policy 

•  The act of pleading or arguing in favor of 
something 

•  Advocacy is a political process by an individual or 
a large group which normally aims to influence 
public-policy and resource allocation decisions 
within political, economic, and social systems and 
institutions 
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Types 
•  Self Advocacy –an individual advocating on his or her own 

behalf  

•  Individual Advocacy –one person works with and/or 
“represents” the interests of another  

•  Collective Advocacy –the involvement and action by a 
voluntary group/network/coalition to promote its needs and 
rights 

•  System Advocacy – the process of advocates promoting 
policy and system change to address systemic causes of 
problems  
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Gandhi's Non-Violence and Non-
cooperation Advocacy.wmv 
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Need 

•  Formal advocacy support can make a 
real difference to the lives of disabled 
and disadvantaged people 

•  Advocacy brings your perspective to 
the attention of policy makers, 
funders, and stakeholders 
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•  Advocacy is necessary at a national level 
to promote improvement of health care 
delivery at all levels 

•  Advocacy is important on an individual 
level to enable us to provide the best 
possible care for our patients 

•  Grassroots advocacy is the most powerful 
way of influencing important decision 
makers 
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26th IEC Paris August 2005 

 
 
 



© 2010 AMERICAN ACADEMY OF NEUROLOGY 

Resources 

•  What are the components of advocacy? 

o Strategy, planning 
o Stakeholders 
o Resources 
o Channels 
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Strategy Development 
•  What is the problem? 
•  What is the solution? 
•  Who has the power to make change? 

o Stakeholders 
•  Who/What is needed to apply pressure for 

change? 
o Resources 

•  What message would convince others to act? 
o Key Message 
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Thank you! 
 

Questions/Discussion 

 
 
 


